The Center for Health
Care Evaluation, HSR&D Center
of Excellence, of Veterans
Affairs Palo Alto Health Care
System and the Stanford
University Medical Information
Sciences (MIS) Program are
offering postdoctoral training
opportunities for qualified candi-
dates beginning in July 2000.

The program is funded by the VA
Office of Academic Affairs (OAA),
Health Services Research and
Development (HSR&D) Service,
and Office of the Chief
Information Officer (OCIO). M.D.s’
stipends will be based on
completed ACGME accredited
residency and on VA and Stanford
University approved index rates.
Stipends for Ph.D.s will be $38,000.
Appointments will typically be for
one year with the possibility of
renewal for a second year
contingent upon funding.

In addition to participation in
seminars and formal coursework
at Stanford University, a major
component of the program is to
conduct original research

in collaboration with a member of
the program faculty. Fellows
completing the program will be
well prepared to become

leading investigators in one of the
most challenging fields of modern
health care.

Training Program

Postdoctoral trainees are offered an opportu-
nity to combine formal training in Medical
Informatics with research applying Medical
Informatics to areas of relevance to the VA
health care system such as decision support
systems technologies.

Fellows will:

£ Acquire skills in state-of-the-art Medical
Informatics;

£ Gaininsightinto majorcurrentissuesin Medi-
cal InformaticsthatarereleventtoVAclinical,
educational,andresearchprograms;

& Developexpertiseinconducting collaborative
and interdisciplinary Medical Informaticsre-
search;

25 Acquirefurthertraininginsuchareasas medi-
cal decision-making, information technologies,
communicationstasksofmedical practice,and
informationsystemsthroughseminarsandfor-
mal coursework.

Research Opportunities

The VA maintains some of the most compre-
hensive clinical and administrative data
systems in the U.S. and is at the forefront of
efforts to develop a computer-based patient
record. Research opportunities at the VA and
Stanford MIS program are extensive and include
the following foci:

Medical Decision-Making, Decision Support
Systems and Knowledge Acquisition. Among
ongoingprojectsare:(1)theuseofformalanalytic
approachestoaidinthedevelopmentofscreening
andtreatmentstrategies, (2) evaluation ofthe
Physician"sWorkstation,(3)methodsforimproving
healthcarewhilelimitingitscost,(@)developmentof
aclinicaltrialsworkstation, (5)thedesignofdatain-
terpretationandtherapyplanningsystemsforthein-
tensivecareunit,(6)thesynthesisofdatabaseand
artificialintelligencetechniquesintoexpertsystems;

Information Processing. Ongoing projectsfocus
on methods by which information can be
retrieved and utilized more selectively and
effectively via processes that: (1) facilitate
access to and use of the mostrelevant
informationforagivenneed, (2) enhancethe
electronic exchange, organization and
presentationofinformationinclinical, research
andeducationalsettings, (3)extendelectronic
library-basedinformationservices, (4)enhance
medicalimage processing;

Enhanced User Interface Projects and Related
Resarth. Ongoingresearchincludes:(1)speech
inputand pen-based interface systems, (2)
mapping natural language textto standard
medicalterminologies, (3)extending, improving
andadapting newcomputertools;

Quality of Careand Program Evaluation. Among
ongoingprojectsare: (1) studies of quality of
life and preferences for alternative states of
healthtobeusedinguidingtreatmentdecisions,
(2)developingaprototype formanipulationand
transferofmedical record dataforevaluation of
treatmentprograms and preventive medicine.

Automated Voice Messaging (AVIM) asanadjunct
to chronic dissase management. Ongoing projects
focusontheuseofAVMstoimprovemonitoring
andenhance behaviorchangeforpatientswith
diabetes. The developmentofeffective AVYM
protocolsandstrategiesforintegratingthisnew
technologyintothe processof primarycareare
of particularinterest .

Eligibility

Applicants must have completed an M.D. and
residency training or have completed a Ph.D.
in computer sciences, medical informatics,
decision sciences, economics, or related
fields. Applicants with strong quantitative and
computer science backgrounds will be given
priority. The VA is an equal opportunity em-
ployer. Women and minority candidates are
encouraged to apply.



Application Process

Applicants will be evaluated on their
professional training and development to
date, professional statement, demonstrated
productivity and recommendations. Final
selection of fellows will be based on a per-
sonal interview.

Application Requirements

Professional statement. Applicant
should submita brief statement (notto
exceedonesingle-spaced page) of their
researchactivitiesand careergoalsand
ofjectives, howtheycan contributetothe
objectivesofthetrainingprogram,andhowthe

programcancontributetotheapplicant®s

professionaldevelopment.

Demonstrated productivity.
Applicantsshouldprovidedetailsoneducation,
professionalactivitiesandrelevantachieve-
ments. ApplicantsshouldincludeaCurriculum
Vilee.

Recommendations. Threeindi-
vidualswhoknowtheapplicant®sworkshould

witelettersdescribingtheapplicant*scompe-
tence, anestimateofhowtheapplicant"sperfor-

manceranksinrelationtothatoftheirpeers,
andthelikelihoodoftheapplicantmakingacon-

tributiontothefieldofMedical informatics.

Interview. Afteraninitialscreening
phase,topcandidateswillbeinterviewed.

Program Director:

Douglas Owens, M.D., M.Sc., VA HSR&D
Research Associate, Center for Health Care
Evaluation, VA Palo Alto Health Care System,
Assistant Professor of Medicine, Assistant
Professor of Health Research and Policy,
Stanford University.

Program Co—Directors:

Edward Shortliffe, M.D., Ph.D., Director,
Medical Informatics Program, Professor,
Medicine and Computer Science, Associate
Chair of Medicine for Primary Care, Stanford
University.

Ruth C. Cronkite, Ph.D., Research Health
Science Specialist, Center for Health Care
Evaluation, Veterans Affairs Palo Alto Health
Care System.

Selection Committee

Ruth C. Cronkite, Ph.D.

Mark A. Musen, M.D., Ph.D.
Douglas Owens, M.D., M.Sc.
John D. Piette, Ph.D.

Edward H. Shortliffe, M.D., Ph.D.

For further information, please write to:

Jan Beyer, Administrative Officer
Center for Health Care Evaluation
HSR&D Center of Excellence

VA Palo Alto Health Care System
Menlo Park Division (152)

795 Willow Road

Menlo Park, CA 94025

(650) 617-2746 Fax: (650) 617-2736
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